Plungés zydy takais

»Kas neigia ar uzmirsta praeitj, tas negali turéti ir myléti dabarties ir
ateities“ (B. Efrosas). Zydy tautos tragedija per Antrgjj pasaulinj karg — tai
ne tik Zydy, bet ir miisy, lietuviy, vienas is juodZiausiy istorijos puslapiy.
Taciau ir Sis Ziaurus laikotarpis yra ir bus misy istorija, apie kurig reikia
kalbéti, reikia, kad apie tai Zinoty ir ateinanti misy karta. Reikia, nes tarp
Pirmojo ir Antrojo pasauliniy kary Zydai ne tik Lietuvoje, bet ir Plungéje,
gyveno jvairiapusj gyvenimg, buvo aktyviis miisy Salies pilieciai.

Iki XIV a. pabaigos $altiniuose neminimos nei zydy bendruomenés Lie-
tuvoje, nei pavieniui atvykstantys zydai. 1388 m. Vytauto privilegija Brastos
bendruomenei - tai pirmasis rasytinis $altinis, minintis Zydus Lietuvoje. O
intensyvesnis jy jsigyvenimas dabartinéje Lietuvos teritorijoje prasidéjo tik
XVIII a. pirmojoje puséje, kai, siekiant atgaivinti dél dideliy demografiniy
nuostoliy ir politiniy suiru¢iy smukusj miesty ir miesteliy tkinj gyvybin-
gumg, jy savininkai teiké zZydams kurtis palankias privilegijas. Apie Plun-
gés zydy istorijos pradzia byloja Resty giminés antkapiai senosiose Plungés
zydy kapinése. Manoma, kad zydy ¢ia gyventa dar nuo XVI a. Taciau kada
tiksliai jie ¢ia apsigyveno, iki $iol sunku pasakyti.

1939 metais Lietuvoje Zydy bendruomene sudaré beveik ketvirtis mili-
jono. Knygoje ,,Lithuanian jewish communities“ raSoma, kad skirtingais lai-
kotarpiais Plungéje Zydy bendruomene sudaré: 1847 metais — 2197 Zzmonés,
1897 metais — 2502 Zmongs, t. y. 55 procentai visy Plungés gyventoju. 1921
metais — 2200 Zmoniy, 1923 metais — 1815 Zmoniy arba 44 procentai visy
miesto gyventojy, o 1939 m. - vos 1700 zydy.

Kaip ir kiti Lietuvos Zydai, Plungés zydai turéjo savo bendruomene, savo
kalbg, paprocius, tikéjima. Kaip savo knygoje rasé A. Pakalniskis: ,,Plungé
buvo tarytum zydy sala viduryje Zemaitijos.“. Jie daugiausia uzsiémé ir pra-
gyveno i$ prekybos, amaty, lengvosios pramonés, kiek reciau i§ zemés tkio.
Miesto prekybininkai palaiké tvirtus komercinius rysius su Klaipéda (buv.
Memeliu) ir jo apylinkémis, kuri tuo metu buvo Vokietijos dalis. 1880-ai-
siais veiké daug zydams priklausanciy jmoniy, kuriose dirbo nuo 40 iki 50
darbuotojy. Pagal 1931 m. Lietuvos vyriausybés apklausa, Plungéje buvo 54
parduotuvés, i§ kuriy 87% buvo zydy. Toje pacioje apklausoje minimos ir 27
jmonés buvusios Plungéje, i$ kuriy 20 taip pat buvo zydy (74%).

1924 m. vykusiuose miesto tarybos rinkimuose i$ 15 galimy kandidaty,
net septyni buvo Zydai. ] miesto mero — burmistro vietg kandidatavo trys, i§
kuriy net 2 buvo zydai. Plungés miesto burmistru buvo isrinktas Dovydas
Boruchas Goldvaseris. Jis miestui vadovavo nuo 1920 m. vasario 14 d. iki
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1920 m. rugséjo 9 d. ir nuo
1921 m. rugpjucio 15 d. iki
1930 spalio 5 d. 1931 m.
rinkimuose i§ devyniy na-
riy buvo isrinkti keturi zy-
dai: Mordechajus Pozinas,
Abrahamas Lipmanas, Slo-
mé Levis ir Hackelis Zak-
sas. Po keleriy mety vyku-
siuose rinkimuose j miesto
Tarybg i§ devyniy bebuvo
iSrinkti tik 3 Zydai: Pozinas,
Goldvaseris ir Lipmanas' Taryba su burmistru Goldvaseriu (vyras su juosta).
Vienas i$ )l} uzémeé mero Nuotr. i$ Z. Paulauskaités archyvo
pavaduotojo posta.

Gaisrai. 1888 m. vasa-
ra kilo gaisras, kuris sunai-
kino 25 Zydy namus. Net
48 Seimos liko be stogo vir$
galvos. Plungés dvaro savi-
ninkas Mykolas Oginskis
daré viska, kad galéty pa-
déti nukentéjusiesiems.

Didelis gaisras kilo
1894 m. liepos 24 d., pa-
gal seng kalendoriy per Sv.
Jono atlaidus. Tuomet su- Gaisrininky grupé, tarp jy Zydai Haiaséestas Hirsas
degé net 400 namy, i ku- RS Z\/II)e]ticfasyirRilas. Nuotr. i it:tterneto
riy 323 priklausé zydams.
Ugnyje tuomet buvo sunaikinta ir daug visuomeniniy pastaty: didzioji ir
mazoji sinagogos, vienas medinis, klauzu vadinamas, maldos namas ir vie-
$oji pirtis. Ty paciy mety vasarg laikrastyje ,,Ha-Melitz“ buvo paskelbtas pa-
galbos prasymas visoms zydy bendruomenéms bei emigrantams is Plunges.
Ji pasirasé rabinas Zevulunas Leibas Baritas, kuris buvo pagalbos teikimo
organizacijos tarybos narys. Aukoms siysti buvo nurodytas kunigaikscio
M. Oginskio ramy adresas. M. Oginskio lésomis buvo pastatyti 36 nauji
pastatai, tarp jy ir didieji kromai Turgaus aikstéje. Parduotuves uz maza
kaing iSnuomojo Zydams. Vieniems leista iSsimokeéti per 12 mety, o ypac
neturtingiems buvo suteiktas 24 mety grazinimo terminas.

1931 m. kovo mén. Plunge vél nusiaubé gaisras, kurio metu sudege trec-
dalis miesto pastaty. Apie 250 Plungés gyventojy liko be pastogés. Lietuvos
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Plungés gaisras
1931 m.

Nuotr. I. Stropaus.
Zemaiciy dailés
muziejaus archyvas

Plungé po 1931 m.
gaisro.

Nuotr. is J. Klietkutes
kolekcijos

zydai susiburé padéti aukoms, ir 1932 m. gruodzio mén. Plungés miesto
tarybai paskelbtoje ataskaitoje raSoma, kad j pagalbos prasyma atsiliepé 200
organizacijy, jstaigy. Didziule auka pasiunté Keiptauno ir Johanesburgo zy-
dai i$ Piety Afrikos. Per kelerius metus dauguma namy buvo atstatyti, dau-
gelis i$ jy perstatyti didesni nei anksciau.

Svietimas. 1888 m. buvo jkurta ,,Meny mokytojy draugija®, kurios tiks-
las — mokyti vargsus ir naslaicius amato. Tie studentai, kurie baige Talmudo
Toros studijas toliau nebesimoké Jesivoje, buvo priimami kaip mokytojai jvai-
riems amatams, o draugija mokéjo uz jy pamokas. Plungéje 1891 m. Lena
Udes atidaré vyriausybés licencija turincia zydy mergai¢iy mokykla. Joje be
kity dalyky buvo mokoma rusy, vokieciy ir pranciizy kalby.

1919 m. buvo jsteigta zydy mokykla, kurioje mokyta jidis kalba. O kiek
véliau buvo jkurta dar viena, kurioje vaikai mokeési hebrajy kalba. Sios dvi
mokyklos Svietimo ministerijos jsakymu buvo sujungtos 1927 m., taciau
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Siuvimo klasé pradinéje
mokykloje, 1928.
Nuotr. is Yad Vashem

Sventeé darzelyje, 1929.
Nuotr. is Facebook paskyros
Plungé Jews

daugelis mokiniy pageidavo mokytis hebrajy kalba ir tik keletas jidis. I$
pradziy ¢ia mokesi apie 200 vaiky. Véliau mokiniy émé mazéti, 1935 m. ja
lankeé tik apie 130 - 140 vaiky. Dvejus metus veikeé ir vaiky darzelis hebrajy
kalba. Labdaringoje Talmud-Toros pradzios mokykloje mokeési 60-80 mo-
kiniy, daugiausia neturtingy $eimy stainis. Talmud-Toros absolventai buvo
priimami i JeSiva (Yeshiva) - rabiny seminarija, kurioje buvo 50 studenty.

Plungéje taip pat veiké ir Zydy gimnazija bei cheder religiné pradiné
mokykla.

Organizacijos, draugijos. Tarp Plungéje veikianciy gerovés ir pagalbos
draugijy buvo: Laisva paskoly draugija, kuri teiké beprocentes paskolas arba
uzstata; pagalbos ligoniams draugija ,,Bikur Holim®, kuri teiké medicining
pagalbg ir vaistus skurstantiems ir kt.. Zydy sveikatos apsaugos organizacija
(OZE) nemokamai teiké medicinine pagalba, nemokama maitinimg netur-
tingiems vaikams, kurie mokeési mokykloje. Juos vasaros metu siysdavo i sto-
vyklas Kalniskiy kaime, mazdaug 3 km nuo Plungés. 1939 m. $i organizacija
teiké nemokama medicining bei finansing pagalbg pabégéliy vaikams i$ Klai-
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pédos. Sioje veikloje ypac pasizyméjo Abraomas Pozinas, kuris atsisaké savo
verslo ir visg laika skyré 1é$y rinkimui organizacijos iskeltam tikslui jgyven-
dinti. Siai veiklai skirtos 1é3os buvo gaunamos surenkant aukas, i$ loséjy ir t.t.

Be to, OZE palaiké zydy sporto draugijas ir bibliotekas. Plungéje veiké
zydy sportinés organizacijos: Makabi, Hapoel, kurios vienijo futbolininkus,
$achmatininkus bei kity sporto $aky atstovus.

Kaip ir visos Lietuvos Zydy bendruomenés, plungiskiai turéjo Chevra
Kadisa - laidojimo brolija. Ji niekam nebuvo pavaldi, pagal zZydy laidojimo
tradicijas patys brolijos nariai iskasdavo duobes, isklodavo lentomis, mirusjjj
pries laidojant nuplaudavo, ant akiy uzdédavo molinio puodo Sukiy gabalélj,
suvyniodavo j baltg marska, paguldydavo j duobe ir uzkasdavo. Neturtinguo-
sius laidodavo veltui, o per laidotuves brolijos nariai kreipdavosi j visus saky-
dami, jog aukojimas gelbsti nuo mirties, ir rinkdavo aukas. Vargsai mesda-
vo centus, turtingesni — litus. Visus metus karstyje, $altyje, lyjant ar sningant
nes$davo mirusiuosius j kapy kalnelj. Gautus i§ mirusiyjy giminiy pinigus ir
aukas laidojimo brolija isleisdavo savo maldos namams (klauzai), jy vadovui
ir darbininkams islaiky- -
ti, neturtingam miru-
siajam pirkdavo marska
kianui suvynioti, kapiniy
tvorai ir aplinkai tvar-
kyti. Laidojimo brolijos
maldos namai vadinosi
Samosim Klauz.

Laidojimo brolijos Chevra
Kadisa vyrai.
Nuotr. i$ Yad Vashem

Antrojo pasaulinio karo metu. 1940 m. dauguma Plungéje buvusiy
gamykly ir parduotuviy, kuriy daugelis priklausé Zydams, buvo nacionali-
zuotos. Visos politinés partijos ir jaunimo judéjimai buvo issklaidyti. Hebrajy
$vietimo jstaigos uzdarytos. Penkios zydy Seimos, sudarytos i§ 14 asmeny, i$
kuriy 4 buvo mazi vaikai, valdzios institucijy pripazintos ,nepatikimomis® ir
1941 mety birzelio ménesj buvo itremtos j Sibira.

1941 m. birzelio 22 d. jzengus vokiec¢iy kariuomenei j Soviety Sajunga,
zydai pradéjo bégti i§ miesto j aplinkinius kaimus, taciau sugebéjo pabegti tik
30 $eimy. Traukinys, vaziaves i§ Plungés, buvo uzpultas vokieciy kareiviy, visi
jo keleiviai nuzudyti. Tarp jy buvo desimtys Zydy Seimy.
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Vokieciai pasieké Plunge 1941 m. birzelio 25 d. Jau antrajg jy atéjimo
dieng zydams buvo jsakyta palikti savo namus ir susirinkti sinagogoje. Salia
dury stovéjo ginkluota apsauga, kuri neleido jkalintiems zydams gauti jy
buvusiy lietuviy darbdaviy, draugy atnesamo maisto. Sinagogoje, kurioje
buvo jkalinti zydai, situacija buvo baisi: purvas, smarveé, badas. Cia su visais
buvo jkalinti vaistinés savininkas Efraimas Izraelovicius, vaistininkas Haja
Slomovicius, maliino savininkas Karabelnikas, kalvis Slomé Gilis ir tekstiles
inZinierius Bisitzas.

1941 m. liepos 13 d. Zydai pradéti varyti j vietas, kuriose jau buvo pa-
ruostos duobés. Pirmajg grupe sudaré 60 vyry, kurie éjo pés¢iomis. Maz-
daug 40 i$ jy buvo nuzudyti pakeliui, likusi auky dalis nuvaryta j nuzudymo
vietg. Ten jie buvo priversti nusirengti ir sédéti ant duobiy krasto, kur buvo
nusauti i§ nugaros. Merginy grupes taip pat vedé j nuzudymo vieta. Kai
praéjo Plungés bazny¢ia, studenteé Urla Zin pasakeé kelis piktus ZodZius apie
lietuvius. Zudikai ant jos uzpylé Zibalo ir sudegino gyva. Tarp nuzudytyjy
buvo ir 60 mergai¢iy gimnazis¢iy grupé, kurios sutiko pasikrikstyti ir tapti
katalikémis, kad tik issigelbéty. Taciau visos jos taip pat buvo nuzudytos ir
uzkastos bendrame kape, netoli savo nuzudyty $eimy duobiy Kaudénuose.
Zudynés vyko nuo sekmadienio ryto visa naktj iki kitos dienos. Ryte zudikai
sulipo j sunkvezimius ir dainuodami sugrjzo j miestg. Du vokieciai, buve
mieste, Siose zudynése nedalyvavo. Visg ,,darba” atliko vietiniai naciy pa-
galbininkai, dauguma jy - miesto ir apylinkiy gyventojai. Kai kuriy zudiky
vardai saugomi Jeruzalés Jad Vasemo archyvuose.

Nuo mirties issigelbéjo tik vienas zydas kartu su savo vaikais, nes dar
prie$ karg buvo priémes kriksc¢ioniy tikéjimg ir vedes lietuve. Jo Zmona
buvo laisva, ji maldavo kanauninka Povilg Pukj isgelbéti jos $eimg. Pade-
dant P. Pukiui, jos vyras su vaikais buvo paleisti i§ sinagogos. Kai sovietai
sugrjzo i Plunge, jis valdzios institucijoms atskleidé zudiky vardus ir padéjo
jiems ieskoti nusikaltéliy.

I8 visy Plunges Zydy tik 221 i§gyveno karo metu. Tai buvo tie, kurie slé-
pési pas lietuvius, tie, kurie buvo Siauliy gete ir tie, kurie pasitraukeé j Taryby
Sajungos giluma.

Po to, kai i§ Lietuvos buvo i$vyti vokieciai, mazdaug 30 zydy Seimy
grizo i savo namus, kuriuos rado ispléstus. Nieko neberade, ilgai Plungéje
nebeuzsibuvo ir émé keltis j didesnius Lietuvos miestus, dalis iSvyko i Iz-
raelj. 1970 m. Plungéje gyveno 41 zydas. 1979 m. - 25, 1989 m. - tik 15, o
$iandien jau néra nei vieno... Nekas belike ir i§ anuomet gyvybe tryskusiy
gatviy, jvairios paskirties pastaty.
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Marsrutas ,,Plungés zydy takais*“

DARIAUS IR GIRENO G. (buv. Zemaiciy Kalvarijos,
Stoties, Maliino g.)

1 Mendelio Zakso malanas.

Kunigaikscio Oginskio valdymo metu, uz-
tvenkus Babrungo upg ir srove nukreipus j de-
Sine puse, prie buvusios Zemai¢iy Kalvarijos
gatvés buvo pastatytas maldnas, tarnaves dvaro
reikméms. Statinys — dviejy auksty, sumurytas
i§ akmeny. Pasieniu, pro pat zemus langus, éjo
gatvé, tuoj uz malino, kairéje prasidéjo dvaro
parkas.

Po Pirmojo pasaulinio karo, apie 1918 m.
iSnuomotas Mendeliui Zaksui. Jis maliine jren-
gé pirma Plungeés elektring, elektra pardavinéjo
miesto valdzios jstaigoms, verslininkams, pasi-

turintiems miestie¢iams. 1962 m. maliinas nu- L T,

griautas, Netoli buvusio maliino pastatytas
paminklas.

Nuotr. E. Valuzés

Plungeés maliinas.
Nuotr. i$ Z. Paulauskaités archyvo

2) Mendelio Peireso kino teatras ,,Lyra“

Nors islike labai mazai Ziniy, bet pirminé ¢ia stovéjusio pastato paskirtis
buvo bravoras, kuris, tikétina, pastatytas XIX a. IT p. Mykolo Oginskio 1éso-
mis. Tik kiek véliau Marija Oginskiené jame jkaré vaiky prieglauda. Taciau
prasidéjus karui ir M. Oginskienei i$vaziavus, naslai¢iy prieglaudos pasta-
ta nusipirko Mendelis Peiresas. Kad buty tinkamai pritaikytas kino salei,
renginiams, jis jsigyta nama ketino perstatyti, net buvo pasidares plang, ta-
¢iau dél nezinomy priezasc¢iy nespéjo to padaryti. Taciau 1931 m. pradzioje
Mendelis Peiresas vis tiek atidaré 150 viety kino teatra ,,Lyra“ Kino teatras
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buvo naudojamas ne tik
filmy perziarai, jame taip
pat vykdavo spektakliai,
organizacijy posédziai, vei-
ké bufetas. Daznas svecias
»Lyros“ saléje buvo valsty-
binis Siauliq teatras, kuris
buvo net sutartj pasirases,
jog per ménesj du kartus
i$sinuomos sale spekta-
kliams. Teatras nebuvo pigi ., Kinoteatras 1938-1939 m.
pramoga, pavyzdiiui, 1eiti 1 Nuotr. is Zemaiciy dailés muziejaus archyvo
1935 m. valstybinio teatro suvaidinta komedija ,,Tuscios pastangos®, uz bi-
lietg reikéjo mokéti nuo 75 ct. iki 3 Lt. Kad buty jdomiau ziaréti nebylius fil-
mus, uz ekrano Boruchas Gerské mandolina ir Kalmanas Kaplanas smuiku
grodavo populiarias tuo metu zydy liaudies melodijas.

Tarpukario pabaigoje pastatas buvo paverstas i pienine, kuri, Lietuvai
atgavus nepriklausomybe, uzdaryta. Apleistas pastatas 2010 m. uzsidegé ir
po kurio laiko buvo nugriautas.

S. NERIES G. (buv. Vandens g.)

€@ Zydy gimnazija (dabar S. Neéries g. 4).

Plungéje taip pat buvo
ir zydy gimnazija, kuri tu-
réjo vyriausybés paramg.
Pastatg, kuriame jsikiré
gimnazija, padovanojo tuo-
metinis miesto valdytojas
kunigaikstis M. Oginskis.
Cia visko buvo mokoma
hebrajy kalba. Pirmame jos
aukste veiké ,Tarbut® bi-
blioteka, kurioje buvo 500
hebrajy ir 500 jidi$ knygy. ‘ Dgpeta |2
1930 m. inl} bendruome- Islikusi Zydy gimnazija. Nuotr. K. Narkutés-Beniusienés
né ,Liebherr von Wiessen*
jkareé garsaus zydy rasytojo J. L. Pereco garbei skirtg biblioteka, kurioje buvo
sukaupta apie 1000 knygy jidi$ kalba. Greta bibliotekos buvo skaitykla, j
kurig buvo siunciami visi dienras¢iai i§ Kauno. 1935 m. buvo 60 zydy dien-
ras¢iy prenumeratoriy. Po karo Zydy gimnazijoje jrengti butai.
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4 Chederio (hebr. cheder - kambarys) religiné pradiné mokykla (da-
bar Dariaus ir Giréno g. 4).

Zydy berniuky moky-
mai chederiuose prasidéda-
vo vos tik jiems sukakdavo
treji metai. Chederiai buvo
privacios, viename kam-
baryje jrengtos mokyklos.
Uz mokslg tévai mokédavo
atlygj tiesiogiai mokytojui.
Siose mokyklose mokslas
buvo orientuotas j $ventyjy
rasty studijas, bet ne j gebé- [F5F — -
jimy, kurie leistq uzsidirbti Taip atrodé chederio mokykla. Nuotr. i Yad Vashem
pinigus, ugdyma. Sulaukus
trylikos, mokslai chederyje baigdavosi. Berniukai tapdavo pakankamai su-
auge pradéti mokytis amato ar profesijos. Pazangesni mokiniai galéjo testi
mokslus Beit Midrase ar véliau - jesivoje.

1906 m. turtingas zydy mokytojas atidaré chederj Plungéje. Jame visy
dalyky buvo mokoma hebrajy kalba, vaikai taip pat mokinti Sventojo rasto
(Talmudo). Taciau po kiek laiko $i mokykla pavadinta ,,pavojingu chederiu®
ir po dviejy mety uzdaryta. Palikta tik viena Toros mokykla mieste, kurioje
prie§ pirmajj pasaulinj karg mokési ir turtingesniy $eimy sanas. Mokykla
nugriauta po karo.

Internetinéje svetainéje ,www.zydai.lt“ raSoma, kad jau pirmg mokslo
mety dieng, per pirmg pamoka, chederyje Zydy vaikai mokomi abécélés, o
kiekviena raidé ,,patepama medumi®, kad mokslas baty saldus.

5) Jachielio Sero namas (dabar Dariaus ir Giréno g. 17).

Jis turéjo autobusg ir veziodavo keleivius. Per karg buvo nuzudytas Ra-
seiniuose.

G Mulés Pelco namas (dabar Dariaus ir Giréno g 11).

Pirmieji su Seimomis j Plunge grjZo broliai Mulé ir Motelis Pelcai. Mulé
Pelcas buvo vyresnis, kaip ir brolis kininkavo. Gyvendamas mieste, laiké
karve bei dirbo vartotojy kooperatyve supirkéju.

Zmona - Hana. Jiedu turéjo siitny Abraomg ir dvi dukteris — Eta ir Taibalg.
Eta istekéjo uz Slavino ir gyveno tévy name, miré labai jauna nuo vézio. Ji
buvo pedagogeé, visuomenés veikéja. Plungéje ja visi gerai pazinojo, | jos lai-
dotuves suplido mokytojai ir moksleiviai i$ visy miesto mokykly. Po dukros
mirties netrukus miré ir i§ sielvarto susirgusi jos mama Chana. Etos vyras
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Kalmanas dirbo Plungés pramonés kombinate tiekimo skyriaus virsininku,
véliau su sinumis i$vaziavo i§ Lietuvos. Taibala po karo isvyko gyventi i Izra-
elj ir ten miré.
Véliau j Izraelj i$vyko ir Mulé Pelcas, kur, sulaukes senatvés, miré.
@ Skardininko namelis (dabar Dariaus ir Giréno g. 5).

Skardininko vardas buvo Zundé (pavardé neprisimenama), turéjo Zmo-
ng ir dvi dukras. Visa $eima susaudyta Kausénuose.

VYTAUTO G. (buv. Baznycios g.)

e Poziny namai (dabar | ] e e
Vytauto g.). ‘ ‘

Salia vienas kito stovéjo
medinis ir marinis broliy
Poziny namai. I8likusia-
me name (dabar Vytauto g.
2) buvo Abraomo Pozino
maisto prekiy krautuvé;
kairéje namo puséje (dabar
automobiliy stovéjimo aiks-
telé) buvo Motelio Pozino
galanterijos gaminiy krau-
tuve.

© Chaimo Resto viesbutis (dabar Vytauto g. 1).

1931 mety kovo 31
dieng apie 12-13 valanda
Plungéje, Vytauto prospek-
te, pirklio Resto medinia-
me name, kuriame buvo ir
viesbutis, kilo gaisras. Véjas
stkuriais ne$é ugnj j ki-
tus namus, nes stogai buvo
skiedriniai arba $iaudiniai.
Ugnis plito keliomis kryp-
timis. Viena kryptis - me- — - R
dineés bainyéios hnk) bet, Kairéje buves Ch. Resta vigféuti;.
laimei, prieé J'c} buvo du Nuotr. K. Narkutés-BeniuSienés
miriniai namai, todél maldos namai buvo iSgelbéti. Dar ugnis pasuko Ku-
liy (dabar - J. Tumo-Vaizganto) gatve, kurioje i§degé namai iki pakalnéje

Kairéje Pozino krautuvé, priekyje — kromai, desinéje - Resto
viesbutis. Nuotr. is J. Simkaus albumo ,,Plungé“
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tekancio Plaukalés upelio. Trecia kryptis — Rietavo gatve, kur supleskéjo
penkiolika namy. Ugnis sunaikino puse namy, buvusiy centre aplink zydy
kromus (dabar — Senamiescio aiksté). Nuo gaisro nukentéjo 90 proc. zydy
ir 10 proc. lietuviy namy.

() Kepurininko Berelio Preso namas (dabar Vytauto g. 3).

Jis turéjo sany Icika ir
dukrg Hang. Tame padia-
me name gyveno ir Mausa
Kaplanas, Basé Kaplaniené,
Idké Kaplanaité. Visi $io
namo gyventojai nuzudyti
Kau$énuose.

Llikes kepurininko namas.
Nuotr. K. Narkutés-Beniusienés

11 Zydy liaudies bankas (Volksbank) (dabar Vytauto g. 5).

Ekonominiam zydy gyvenimui vienas svarbiausiy veiksniy buvo zydy
liaudies banko ,,Volksbank® jkarimas. Kai jis buvo jsteigtas, turéjo 321 narj,
véliau liko tik 220 nariy, i$ kuriy 15 procenty - lietuviai. Banko valdyba su-
dareé garbingi Zydy bendruomenés veikéjai Chase Gamza, Abraomas Gurvi-
¢ius, Abraomas Pozinas, Sanelis Surdas, Salme Jauke Mecas, Jente Garbaité,
Michelis Amolskis, Tevjé Keselis, Odesas ir Emdinas.

(P) Fotografo Mendelio Berkoviciaus namas ir foto ateljé (dabar Vy-
tauto g. 6a).

Siame name anuomet
buvo jrengta foto ateljeé, ku-
rioje dirbo vienas garsiausiy
tarpukario Plungés fotogra-
fy Mendelis Berkovicius.
Per visus karus namas isliko,
ir net $iomis dienomis yra
dazytas panadia j anksciau
buvusia - tamsiai vy$nine
spalva.

Mendelis ~ Berkovicius
gimé 1880 ar 1881 m. lapkri-

v o, Lind . d Siame name buvo jrengta foto atelje.
10 men. Liucino mieste ( a- Nuotr. K. Narkutés-Beniusienés
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bar Ludza, Latvija), priklausé Paberzés zydy bendruomenei. Kada ir i§ ko mo-
keési fotografijos bei kokiomis aplinkybémis pateko j Plunge tiksliai nezinoma.

Peterburgo Rusijos valstybés istorijos archyvo dokumentuose rastas jra-
$as, kad 1903 m. spalio 21 d. fotografas M. Berkovicius i§ gubernatoriaus
gavo leidima Plungéje jkurti meno fotografijos ateljé. Taigi fotografo karjera
Plungéje istoriskai fiksuojama nuo 1903 mety, nors pradéti dirbti jis galéjo ir
kiek anksciau, gaves vietos policijos vir$ininko leidima.

Cia fotografuotis ateidavo ne tik Zinomi to meto zydy bendruomenés
veikéjai, verslininkai, amatininkai, $ventikai, bet ir kiti miestelio gyventojai
bei sveciai. Islikes Plungés burmistro Dovydo Borucho Goldvaserio portre-
tas, jamzinta Plungéje buvusi Zydy futbolo komanda ,,Makabi

Mendelis Berkovic¢ius su zmona augino du sinus Polj (Peisachg Mor-
dechajy, g. 1916 m.) ir jaunélj Hirsa.

1941 m. liepos 15 d. M. Berkovic¢ius kartu su kitais $eimos nariais bei
kitais miesto Zydais buvo beveik dviem savaitéms uzdarytas j sinagoga be
maisto ir vandens. Baltaraisciai Zydams jsakeé kieme iskasti duobe, j kurig su-
meté sinagogoje buvusias Sventas knygas, sventrascius, dokumentus ir pade-
gé, o kad geriau sudegty, prie duobés pastaté fotografa M. Berkoviciy ir liepé
maisyti, stumdami prie ugnies kuo arciau, visaip iS jo tyc¢iojosi. Paskui tos
duobés ugnyje sudegino ir jj patj. Kiti jo $eimos nariai nuzudyti Kausénuose.

LAISVES AL. (buv. Bulvaro g.)

(P Plungés miesto valdybos (savivaldybés), pasto ir telegrafo pasta-
tas (dabar Laisvés aléja 8).

Goldvaseriy $eima
turgaus aikstéje, langais j
Vytauto gatve, turéjo par-
duotuve, kurioje prekiauta
dviradiais ir siuvimo masi-
nomis. Joje apsukriai sukosi
Goldvaseriené. O Boruchas
Dovydas Goldvaseris gy-
veno miesto valdymo ra-
pesciais. Pirmajame miesto
savivaldybés tarybos posé-
dyje, kuris buvo susauktas
1919 rugpjucio 26 d.,
B. D. Goldvaseris buvo is-
rinktas Plungés miesto burmistro Edvardo Andrijausko padéjéju. 1920 m.
vasarg E. Andrijauskas pasitraukeé i§ burmistro pareigy, o B. D. Goldvaseris

Dabar ¢ia jrengti butai. Nuotr. K. Narkutés-Beniusienés
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laikinai tapo burmistru. Jj po keliy ménesiy pakeité V. Braudé, kuris tary-
bai vadovavo iki 1921 m. rugpjicio 15 d. Nuo tos dienos iki 1930 m. spalio
miesto burmistru buvo B. Goldvaseris. Jis 1928 metais prezidento Antano
Smetonos buvo apdovanotas Lietuvos Nepriklausomybés medaliu.

Seima augino siiny Harj ir dukrg Anete, kurig prieskariniai draugai plun-
giskiai vadino Ance. Plungg¢je ji baigé Saulés gimnazija. 1937 metais visa Gol-
dvaseriy $eima emigravo j Piety Afrika. Boruchas miré 1956 metais.

14 Efraimo Izrailovi¢iaus $okiy ir kino salé ,,Laisvé, Sauliy klubas
(dabar Laisveés aléja 15).

Cia buvo rodomi spektakliai, vyko ,kabaré“ vakarai, zinoma, be alko-
holiniy gérimy. Zydy jaunimo vakaruose mégdavo dalyvauti ir lietuviai, bet
tik miescionys. Kaimo jaunimas nedalyvaudavo, nes linksmindavosi sava-
me kaime.

@ Advokato Hirso Rolniko namas (dabar Laisvés aléja 11).

Icikas Abelis Rolnikas gimeé 1880 m. Viek$niuose, Mosés ir Saros Seimo-
je. Jo tévas Movsa buvo Siauliy rabiny asistentas Vieksniuose, todél visas jy
gyvenimas buvo susijes su Talmudu. Jis atvyko j Plunge vesti Chana Levi,
klestin¢io Plungés drabuziy parduotuvés savininko Mendelio Levi dukra.
Jie susituoké 1894 metais. Icikas, Seimoje vadinamas Aba, daug laiko skyré
Talmudo studijoms. Parduotuvéje padédavo tik turgaus dienomis. Jis buvo
nuzudytas 1941 m. Kausénuose. Chana buvo valdinga ir protinga moteris, j
kurig Zmonés galéjo kreiptis patarimo bet kokiu klausimu. Chana miré dar
pries karg su Vokietija.

Jie turéjo penkis vaikus:
Berlj, Hirsa, Mejerj ir Mi-
chelj bei dukrg Pesg.

Berlis perémé $eimos
parduotuve ir sékmingai
klestéjo, kol sovietai neo-
kupavo Lietuvos. Kadangi
buvo kapitalistas, su $eima
buvo istremtas j Sibirg, kur
i3gyveno kara. Jo siinus Slo- :
ma Rolnikas véliau emigra- Rolniky Seimos nuotrauka. Nuotr. i§ Z. Paulauskaités archyvo
vo j Izraelj.

Sionistas Mejeris 1925 m. atvyko j Izraelj, kur tapo leidéju ir jsteigé kny-
gy parduotuve Jeruzaléje. Jo sinus Joramas Ronenas buvo gerai Zinomas
Izraelio radijo ir televizijos Zurnalistas.

Michelis (gimes 1907 m.) buvo advokatas Paryziuje, Prancizijos pasi-
priesinimo herojus, naciy suimtas ir nuzudytas 1941 m. Prancuzijoje. Apie
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paskutines M. Rolniko gyvenimo valandas jo broliui Hir$ui pasakojo garsus
pranciizy poetas ir rasytojas Lui Aragonas. Anot jo, prie$ mirtj ten buve vy-
rai pareikalavo nuimti juos kausciusias grandines ir atristi akis, o prie duo-
bés dainavo Marseliete. Jis buvo vedes, bet vaiky neturéjo.

Pesa (gimusi 1917 m.) taip pat neisgyveno Holokausto, miré koncentra-
cijos stovykloje Latvijoje, kurioje gyveno po santuokos.

Hirsas buvo vyriausias brolis. Jis pats gimé Plungéje 1898 m.. Mokési
Jesivoje, bet po to, kai buvo i§ jos iSmestas, jstojo j pasaulietines studijas.
Baiges doktorantiros studijas Leipcige, Vokietijoje, tapo advokatu. I§ Lietu-
vos jis buvo deleguotas j pirmajj Sionisty kongresa. Grjzes j Lietuva, 1923 m.
vedé Taiba (Tauba) Kogan, gimusig 1898 m. Tryskiuose (Tel$iy r.), Arono ir
Beilos Kagany Seimoje. Nors véliau tapo hebrajy gimnazijos vadovu Rasei-
niuose, toliau dirbo teisininku. Tik prie$ pat Antrajj pasaulinj karg, 1939 m.
jis su $eima persikélé gyventi j Vilniy ir ten toliau uzsiémeé teisine praktika.
Jis ir Taiba turéjo keturis vaikus: Miriama, Masg, Ruveng (gimé 1935 m.
Klaipédoje) ir Rivg (gimé 1933 m. Plungéje). Prasidéjus karui su Vokieti-
ja, Hirsas paliko Vilniy ir prisijungé prie kariuomeneés, tikédamasis, kad jo
$eima galés laiku istrakti. Tuo tarpu Taiba ir vaikai buvo uzdaryti i Vilniaus
geta. Ten Taiba su jaunéliais Ruvenu ir Riva Zuvo.

Advokatas H. Rolnikas ir dvi dukros liko gyvi. Masa Rolnikaité po karo
mokési M. Gorkio literatiiros institute Maskvoje, iStekéjo ir kartu su vyru
persikélé gyventi j Sankt Peterburga. Po karo advokatas H. Rolnikas gyveno
Vilniuje, dukra Miriama taip pat tapo advokate ir gyveno Klaipédoje.

@ Namas, kuriame gyveno Hirzony ir Rolniky $eimos (dabar Vy-
tauto g. 19).

Pirmame namo aukste gyveno Hirzony, o antrame aukste prekybininko
Berelio Rolniko (jis buvo advokato Rolniko brolis) $eimos.

Berelis perémé vadovavimg $eimos parduotuvei. Nepaisant didéjancio
vietiniy lietuviy pries$iskumo Zydams, o ypa¢ zydy verslininkams, Rolniky
drabuziy parduotuvé sékmingai issilaiké ir klestéjo, kol 1940 m. Lietuva oku-
pavo sovietai. Sovietiné vyriausybé nacionalizavo zemes, jmones, parduotu-
ves. Masa Rolnikaité raso: ,,Mociuté Chana miré 1941 m. sausio mén., ne-
trukus po to, kai naujoji sovietiné valdzia nacionalizavo jos parduotuve - jos
gyvenimo versla.”

Kaip kapitalistas, Berelis su zmona Riva (buvusi Rabinovicitité) ir vaikais
Sloma ir Roza buvo istremtas j Sibirg, kur i$gyveno karg. Stinus Sloma pasa-
kojo, kaip Seima gavo KGB leidimg iSvykti i$ stovyklos. Pirma kartg savaitei,
o véliau ménesiui. Kaip po dvejy ilgy mety jo tévas sugebéjo juos perkrausty-
ti j rajono centra ir tada, dar po trejy mety, j srities centrg Tomska. Ten Sloma
su seserimi pradéjo mokytis inzinieriaus specialybés. Galiausiai tik 1961 m.
jie galéjo grijzti j Lietuva, kur tévas Berelis pradéjo dirbti sandélininku.
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17 Atminimo lenta dr. Borisui Efrosui (dabar Vytauto g. 14).

Borisas Efrosas gimé 1914 m. lapkricio 1 d. Plungéje, inteligenty Seimo-
je. Sulaukes Seseriy, 1920 m. su Seima persikélé gyventi j Silale, o véliau — j
Kaung. Ten tévas Izraelis dirbo buhalteriu banke, o mama Gita - danty gy-
dytoja. Borisas turéjo seserj Estera, kuri dirbo zurnaliste. Visg gyvenima,
iSskyrus karo metus, gyveno Lietuvoje. Baigé Kauno gimnazij, tarnavo Lie-
tuvos kariuomenéje eiliniu kareiviu. Budamas gimnazistu, vasaros atostogas
leisdavo Plungéje. 1939 m. baigé Vytauto DidZiojo universiteto Medicinos
fakultetg ir 1940 m. gavo leidima verstis medicinos gydytojo praktika.

Baiges universiteta, trumpai dirbo chirurgu Kauno zydy bei Marijam-
polés apskrities ligoninése.

Prasidéjus karui, 1941 m. su $eima i$vyko j Kazachijg, kur buvo paskir-
tas Balchaso miesto ligoninés vedéju. Ten isgyveno iki pat karo pabaigos
1945 m., kol buvo atsauktas atgal j Lietuva. Sugrizes pradéjo dirbti Vilniaus
gelezinkelininky ligoninéje. Cia vedéju dirbo iki 1979 m.

1958 m. Borisas Efro-
sas pirmasis Lietuvoje seé-
kmingai atliko operacija
ligoniui, serganciam jgyta
Sirdies yda ir tapo kardio-
chirurgijos pradininku res-
publikoje. Nors dieng pries
operacija buvo iSkviestas
i partkomg ir jspétas, kad
gerai pagalvoty, operacija
praéjo sekmingai, o ligonis ,
iégYVCDO 25 metus. B. Efrosas (desinéje) Vilniaus geleZinkelininky ligoninéje.

Buvo Vedqs Tatj ana Ar- Nuotr. i$ Plungés RVB archyvo
chipova, turéjo siny.

Atsiradus Sirdies problemoms, 1979 m. buvo priverstas atsisakyti akty-
vaus chirurgo darbo. Per visus darbo metus atliko daugiau kaip 12 tukstan-
¢iy jvairiy operacijy, iSmokeé operuoti kelias desimtis jauny chirurgy.

Borisas Efrosas miré sulaukes 87 mety, 2001 m. Vilniuje.

Daktaro Boriso Efroso Zzmona Tatjana 2009 m. Plungeés viesajai bibliote-
kai perdavé saugoti ir tvarkyti savo vyro dokumenty archyva.

@ Gamzos namas (dabar Birutés g. 19).

Chakelis Gamza buvo arkliy pirklys. Jis supirkdavo arklius, samdyda-
vo zmones, kad juos nuvaryty i Klaipéda, o jau ten laivais eksportuodavo j
Olandija. Nors buvo beveik turtingiausias Zydas visoje Plungéje, likimas jam
iskrété labai baisy poksta.
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Gamza su zmona buvo
iStremti j Sibirg. Kadangi
buvo jau pagyvene, tai lai-
kyti ten kaip ,netinkamais
darbui®, todél jiems buvo
duodama tik Siek tiek mais-
to, kad isgyventy. Gamzos
niekada neprarado vilties
kada nors vél grjzti j Plunge.
Taciau likimas jiems nulémé
litdng pabaigg. Nepaisant
kity pagalbos, tiek Gamza,
tiek jo Zmona miré Sibire i$

bado.

s 5

Gamzos namas. Nuotr. Silvos Galvadiskytés

PAPRUDZIO G. (buv. Papriidés g.)
TUMO VAIZGANTO G. (buv. Kuliy, Klaipédos g.)

@ Kalvio Sloumés Giliso seimos namas (dabar Tumo Vaizganto g. 14).

Jis kartu su sinumi buvo
nuzudytas sinagogos kieme.
Kalvio Zmona su dukra su-
$audytos Kausénuose. Tame
name gyveno ir broliai Spi-
cai. Jie buvo komunistai ir
zmonés juos vadino varnais.
Mat broliai per komunisti-
nes $ventes paleisdavo var-
nas su raudonais raisteliais
ant kojy. Broliai spéjo pa-
beégti | Taryby Sajunga. Spi-
cai patys pirmieji po karo
isvyko i Izraelj.

Buves kalvio namas. Nuotr. K. Narkuteés-Beniusienés

¢I) Rivés Kanienés namas (dabar Tumo Vaizganto g. 16).

Ji buvo maisto prekiy parduotuvés savininké. Gyveno kartu su savo se-
serimis. Visos jos nuzudytos Kausénuose.

@) Iciko Odeso namas (dabar Tumo Vaizganto g. 20).

Jo zmona buvo vardu Bliumeé. Jie turéjo maisto prekiy parduotuve. Duk-
té liko gyva, po karo gyveno Izraelyje.

16 PLUNGES ZYDUY TAKAIS



22 Ritualiné skerdykla.

Zydy religija draudzia valgyti kiauliena, o kiti gyvuliai turi bati
skerdziami pagal tam tikras taisykles: gyvulys turi biiti papjaunamas greitai,
taip siekiant sumazinti jo skausmus. Gyvinas turi nukraujuoti, todél
dazniausiai yra kabinamas Zemyn galva, skerdimo metu turi baiti paminimas
Dievas. Gyvino skerdiku gali bati tik religingas zmogus (musulmonas,
judaistas arba katalikas).

Plungéje zydai taip pat turéjo savo skerdykla. Maitintis jie turéjo is to,
ka dkininkai atvezdavo i turgy parduoti, o jauciy ir karviy pirkti patys va-
ziuodavo j kaimus. Nupirkta gyvulj tikininkas turédavo nuvesti j skerdykla.
Mieste buvo ir zydams priklausiusi mésos parduotuvé. Gyvulio prieking dalj
iSpardavinédavo zydams, o uzpakaling - lietuviams.

¢B)1ki didziojo Plungés miesto gaisro 1931 m. $is namas priklausé Chai-
mui Goldbergui, Motés Litvino jpédiniui, ir Smueliui Aronoviciui (dabar
Tumo Vaizganto g. 22). Plungiskiai yra pasakoje, kad ant $io namo sienos,
apacioje, buve litity atvaizdai. Tai - tipiskas zydiskas ornamentas.

Namas islikes, bet apleistas.
Nuotr. K. Narkutés-Beniusienés

@ Jankelio Pikerio namas (dabar Tumo Vaizganto g. 37).

Jis spéjo pasitraukti j Taryby Sajunga prie§ vokieciams jzengiant j Lietuva.
Grjzgs po karo pasiémé paskolg namo statybai. Tai buvo zZmogus su dideliu
humoro jausmu, mokéjo daug anekdoty. Buvo paskirtas parduotuvés vedéju.
Nors ta krautuvé tada buvo valdiska, visi plungiskiai ja vadino Pikerio par-
duotuve. Joje iki 1947 mety pardavinéjo maistg pagal korteles. Veliau Seima
su dviem stnumis i$vaziavo gyventi j Izraelj. Zmona Rocha ten parasé knyga
apie savo gyvenima per karg evakuacijoje (Taryby Sajungoje).

@ Hanos Rik namas (dabar Tumo VaiZganto g. 13).
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0 Leibo Orlianskio namas (dabar Tumo Vaizganto g. 9).

Namas stovéjo prie si-
nagogy. 1941 m. namga su
baldais perémeé baltarais-
¢iai. Cia apsigyveno miesto
komendantas Jonas Norei-
kia — ,,Generolas Vétra® Jis
buvo zydy sunaikinimo or-

ganizatorius.

(Buvasl 2ydy sinagoga po remonto tapusi . Liny audiniy® fabriko kultdres namais.

Kairéje sinagoga, desinéje L. Orlianskio namas.
Nuotr. i$ Facebook paskyros

Islikes L. Orlianskiui priklauses namas.
Nuotr. K. Narkutés-Beniusienés

27 Sinagogos.

Sinagoga - dvasinis, kultiirinis, ekonominis bei politinis Zydy bendruo-
menes centras. Ji atlieka kelias funkcijas - tai maldos namai, bendruomenés
susirinkimo vieta, mokykla. Prie$ingai krik$¢ioniy baznyciai, tai ne sakrali
vieta — $ventas joje yra tik Toros ritinys.

Motiejus Valancius savo rastuose mini, kad 1719 m. buvo leista Plungés
zydams pasistatyti pirmaja
sinagoga, taciau buvo nu-
rodyta, jog ji negalinti bati
per auksta, t. y., kad nesiekty
kataliky baznycios aukscio.
Taciau zydai nepaklause ir
pasistate vis vien aukstesne.
Nors Plungés klebonas ir
reikalavo sinagoga pazemin-
ti, zydai, nepanore to daryti,
sutiko kasmet mokéti po 30 =
timpq. Didzioji sinagoga. Nuotr. i$ Yad Vashem
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Véliau Plungéje zydai tu-
réjo net Sesis maldos namus.
1814 metais pastatyta Di-
dzioji sinagoga, 1864 metais
uz Jankelio Gelerio pinigus
galia Didziosios pastatyta
dar viena, Mazoji. Abi jos
buvo mirinés, veike iki 1940
mety. Kiti keturi mediniai
maldos namai (vadinami
klauzais) stovéjo atskirose [EEEEEEEE ; T o |
vietose. Didiioji SinagOga, 2007 m. nugriautas paskutinis medinis klauzas.
Maioji ir keturi mediniai Nuotr. is Center for Jewish Art
klauzai, buvo Plungés Zydy religinio gyvenimo centras. Rabinas, vadovaves
tuo laikotarpiu, buvo Levis Spicas, vienas i$ svarbiausiy Lietuvos rabiny; pa-
skutinis Plungés rabinas buvo Abraomas Mordechajus Vesleris, Tel$iy moky-
tojy seminarijos dvasinis vadovas ir aktyvus zZydy ortodoksy (Agudat Yisra-
el) politinés partijos veikéjas.

Mazoji sinagoga po gaisro 1931 metais buvo rekonstruota. Zydai j $ig
sinagoga kaip j $ventove paskutinj kartg buvo jzenge 1941 m., bet lygiai po
Sesiasdesimties mety — 2001 mety liepos ménesj — plungiskiy Levity Seimos
palikuoniai, tarp kuriy buvo ir basimas Nobelio premijos laureatas Mai-
klas Levitas, vél meldési jau avarinés buklés pastate. Pamaldy mety Plungéje
siauté tokia audra su zaibais, kokios neprisiminé net senieji plungiskiai.

Po karo sinagogose buvo kepykla, liny sandélis, ,,Liny audiniy“ fabri-
ko kultiiros namai, sporto salé. Uztrukus grazinimo procedirai atsiktirusiai
Plungés zydy bendruomenei, jos labai aptriuso — suremontuoti reikéjo di-
dziuliy 1ésy, todél bendruomené jas pardavé ,,Plungés kooperatinei preky-
bai, kuriai véliau leista pastatus nugriauti.

RIETAVO G.

¢X) Grolmany namas (dabar Rietavo g. 4).

Dviejy auk$ty name gyveno Tevjé ir Bliumé Grolmanai. Seima per Ho-
lokaustg liko gyva, nes spéjo pasitraukti. Tevjé i§ karo grizo nejgalus ir nie-
kur nedirbo. Zmona Bliumé buvo prekybininké. Dukra - Liuba, stinus —
Izraelis. Po karo lietuviai juos apkaltino pagrobus kriksc¢ioniy vaika ir vos
nekilo pogromas. Subége prie jy namy zZmonés Sauké, stumdési, grasino.
Bet dingusi krik$¢ioniy mergaité buvo rasta kitame kieme ramiai Zaidzianti.
Tadiau po $io jvykio Grolmanai su savo vaikais i$vaziavo gyventi i Siaulius,
o véliau - j Izraelj.
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29 Pirtis, vargsy kvartalas.
Liadniausiai Plungéje atro-
dé dabartiné Rietavo gatvé, ku-
rioje stovéjo mediniai, sukry-
pe, piktzolémis apauge namai.
Juose gyveno neturtingi zydai:
batsiuviai, siuvéjai, vandens
neséjai, vezikai, elgetos ir kiti
varguoliai. Sioje gatvéje buvo
ir zydy bendruomenés pirtis.
Joje buvo ir Mikva - baseinélis
iStekéjusioms moterims ap-
siplauti pagal zydy religinius
paprocius. Daugiausia Zmoniy
¢ia susirinkdavo pries $ventes.
30 Senosios Zydy kapinés.
Senosios zydy kapinés
buvo netoli miesto centro,
puse jy dabar uzima 1975 me-
tais pastatyta mokykla. Kai ja
ruosési statyti, valdzia paskel-
bé, jog artimieji i$ kapiniy gali
paimti giminai¢iy palaikus
ir persilaidoti. Taciau tik keli
plungiskiai taip iskeliavo sve-
tur. Dar likusius paminklinius
akmenis isvezé | Kausénus, ten
jie guléjo daugiau kaip pen-

Islikes Zydy kapiniy fragmentas. Nuotr. E. Valuzés

kiolika mety. Kai Lietuva atgavo nepriklausomybe, Jakovas Bunka surinko
visus likusius ir sustaté j Raudy sieng primenancias eiles. Palaiky po jais
nebéra, taciau, kaip saké J. Bunka: ,,Senosiose kapinése guli ne tik Plungés
zydy, bet ir visos Plungeés istorijos dalis, be kurios miestas buty skurdesnis,
zmonés - svetimesni, praeitis — nuséta baltomis démeémis®.

TELSIU G. (buv. Prezidento A. Smetonos g)

@ Kalvio Motés Aronoviciaus namas (dabar Telsiy skr. 3).

Jis turéjo du vaikus: dukrg ir siny. Pats kalvis buvo nuzudytas Kausé-
nuose. Stnus spéjo pasitraukti j Taryby Sajunga ir liko gyvas. Po karo gyve-

no Rusijoje.
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32 Levity Seimos namas (dabar TelSiy g. 13).

Abelio Levito $aknys - Plungéje. Jo senelis
buvo plungiskis, t. y., litvakas. Abelio tévas isvyko
j Piety Afrikos Respublika (PAR) ir taip iSsigelbé-
jo nuo Holokausto Lietuvoje.

Abelis jau gimé PAR. Jis su Zmona Glenda
pirma karta Lietuvoje apsilanké 1998 metais.
Pagrindinis jy kelionés tikslas tada buvo ka nors
suzinoti apie Levity gimine bei jos likimg per
Holokaustg. Deja, bet neisgyveno né vienas $iy
plungiskiy zydy giminaitis. Net 43 Levity gimi-
nés asmenys jamzinti Kau$ény memoriale.

Levitas su Zmona jsteigé savo Seimos fonda. e
Rémé Kausény memorialo i$saugojimo bei ,,To- éﬁ

lerancijos centro® veiklos projektus Plungéje. Abelis Levitas, manoma, prie jo
tévy sodintos obels.
Nuotr. i$ Z. Paulauskaités archyvo

33 Paminklas ,,Visiems doriems Zzmonéms“(7elsiy g.).

Skulptaros autorius Antanas
Vaskys.

Nuotr. K. Narkutés-BeniuSienés

34 Minés Neimanienés viesbutis-restoranas (dabar Telsiy g. 5).

Pakalniskio knygoje rasoma, kad ,,Ne visai padoris sveciy namai buvo
vadinami ,traktieriais“. Pagrindinis ir garsiausias Plungés traktierius buvo
vadinamas ,,Ministerija“. Gal todél, kad jos savininkés Zydés vardas buvo
Miné. Gal jis ir vienintelis toks mieste tebuvo, nes tik ant jo vieno dury aiskiai
ir nedviprasmiskai buvo uzrasyta ,traktierius“? Kitos, ir jau menkesnés, nors
gal ir padoresnés isgérimo vietos, vadintos ,restoranu“ Restoranas tuomet
nebuvo vieta pavalgyti, o vieta tik i$gerti, iSgerti alkoholinius gérimus® Tike-
tina, kad ta pati M. Neimaniené viesbutj turéjo ir dabartinéje Vytauto gatvéje.
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SENAMIESCIO A. (buv. Turgaus g.)

@ Z. Slavino parduotuvé (dabar Senamiescio a. 5).

Plungé, Telsiy g 1928. = e
Desinéje - Z. Slavino geleZies krautuve. Kfuwge,. Telsiu &-vé R
Nuotr. i E.Bunkos archyvo 193¢ i

Buvusi parduotuvé dabar.
Nuotr. K. Narkutés-Beniusienés

@ Iciko Zusmanaviciaus namas (dabar Senamiescio g. 6).

- -

Tiesiai matosi Iciko Zusmanaviciaus Taip atrodo namas Siandien.
namas. Nuotr. i§ Yad Vashem Nuotr. K. Narkutés-Beniusienés
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37 Kromai — mazos zydy krautuvélés (buv. Turgaus gatve).

Daugelis miesto centre buvusiy pastaty priklausé zydy pirkliams, ko-
mersantams, amatininkams. Toje vietoje, kur dabar yra fontanas prie Plun-
gés kultiiros centro, buvo turgaus aiksté. Joje stovéjo didelis, ilgas, raudony
plyty pastatas, o i$ abiejy jo pusiy buvo krautuvélés, kurios vadintos kro-
mais.

Jau nuo XV a. is- .
torijos $altiniuose ¥
minimi kromai arba :
klétkos, ilgainiui keite
pavadinima bei i$vaiz-
da, bet islike beveik
iki pat XX a. vidurio.
Jie daugiausia stovéje
aplink turgaus aikste,
jos viduryje arba greti-
mose gatveése.

Pasak senyjy plun-
giskiy, 1894 m. vasa- (% o : . <
ra sudegé visi aplink Zydy kromai. Nuotr. i§ Zemaiciy dailés muziejaus archyvo
Plungés turgaus aikste
buve namukai. Po gaisro tuometis Plungés Seimininkas kunigaikstis My-
kolas Oginskis 1902 m. ¢&ia ir pastaté didelj nama ,kromams® Sj pastatg
M. Oginskis iSnuomojo Plungés zydams prekybininkams.

Antradienj, tre¢iadienj ir ketvirtadienj miestas badavo kaip i$mires, pa-
sirodydavo vos vienas kitas praeivis. Sestadienis nuo ty trijy dieny skyrési
tuo, kad krautuvés budavo uzdarytos, nes beveik visos priklausé zZydams.
Sekmadienj Plungé atgydavo, sulietuvédavo ir krikscioniska pasidarydavo.
O zydai tg dieng gatvése nesirodydavo, savo trobose sédédavo. Gyvenimas
virdavo tik pirmadieniais ir penktadieniais, kai Plungéje budavo turgus.
Kiekvieno ménesio pirmojo pirmadienio turgus vadinosi jomarku, nes be
visos kitos prekybos vykdavo prekyba arkliais. Nuo Kalédy iki Uzgavéniy,
per vadinamajj mésédj, jomarkas vykdavo kiekvieng pirmadienj. Turguje
buvo prekiaujama silke, audiniais, indais, galanterija, dviraciais, siuvamo-
mis masinomis, gelezies dirbiniais, Zemés wkio padargais ir visais kitais
gaminiais, kurie reikalingi buityje. Zydai prekes duodavo ir skolon (,ant
borgos®). Savo parduotuves ¢ia turéjo turtingi prekybininkai Goldvaseris,
Rolnikas, Plungianskis. Tuose kromuose daugelis prekybininky buvo vidu-
tiniokai ir neturtingi prekybininkai. Cia nebuvo elektros: degino zibalines
lempas arba zvakes, patalpélés buvo ankstos ir tamsios.
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Kromai ziema buvo nesildomi. Prekybininkams tekdavo ne tik iltai ap-
sivilkti, bet tuo metu beveik kiekvienoje krautuvéléje ant plyty rusendavo
zarijy puodas, kad galéty nors Siek tiek susilti.

Plungés kromai pergyveno du pasaulinius karus, dar kelis gaisrus, o
1951 m. sudegé. Jy niekas nebeatstaté. Zmonés islupo grindinio akmenis,
padaré aikstele ir pasodino medeliy.

38 Simono Ols$vango namas (dabar Senamiescio a. 3).

Ol§vangy giminé buvo labai plati ir turtinga. Cia stovéjo medinis prekybi-
ninko Simono Ol$vango namas. Jis turéjo restorang (dabar Kultiiros centras).

Kiemo puséje stovéjo labai grazus mirinis namas su balkonu. Jame gyve-
no Leonas Ol§vangas, gimes 1905 m. Plungéje. Cia jis baigé ,,Saulés gimna-
zijg, studijavo Kaune, Vokietijoje. Baiges mokslus L. Ol$vangas dirbo Finan-
sy ministerijoje, o kiek véliau — revizoriumi Kaune. 1938 metais jis vedé nuo
vaikystés pazjstamg Juzefa Asauskaite, kuriai, per karg gelbéjusiai Zydus, Yad
Vasheme, Izraelyje, pasodintas atminimo medis. Karo metu Leonas tarnavo
16-ojoje lietuviskoje divizijoje, po karo apsigyveno Vakary Vokietijoje. Iki
1954 mety dirbo JAV atstovybés spaudos skyriuje, pasirinko laisvo Zurnalisto
ir radytojo gyvenima. Jo namas nugriautas, kai staté Kultiros centra.

Jo motina, kaip ir daugelis kity Plungés Zydy, guli Kausény kaimo masi-
néje kapavietéje.

Jakovas Bunka. Jakovas gimé 1923
metais Plungéje, Lietuvos nepriklauso-
mybés kovy savanorio, Laisvés medaliu
apdovanoto Leibos Bunkos $eimoje.

1941-ais metais birzelio ménesj
prasidéjus Vokietijos-Taryby Sajungos
karui, $eima pasitrauké j Rusija. IS ten
1942 metais jj paémeé j 16-3ja lietuviska
divizija. Apdovanotas ordinais ir meda-
liais. Po karo dar dvejus metus jis tarnavo
Vokietijoje. Grijzes i Plunge dirbo pra-
monés kombinate Saltkalviu, garo katilo
masinistu, laisvalaikiu tapé, drozé me-
dzio skulptaras. 1963 metais pramonés
kombinatg pertvarkius i ,Minijos“ liau- &
dies kiirybos gaminiy jmone, vadovavo |
medzio drozéjams. Parodose pradéjo Leibos Bunkos Seima Plungéje 1924 m..
dalyvauti nuo 1962_qjq mety. Lietuvai I kairés dukra Dina, Leibas, brolis Dovydas,

ikl RO stinus Jakovas, Zmona Taubé.
atgavus nepri ausomybe;, J1s emes1 me- Nuotr. is E. Bunkos archyvo
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dyje jamzinti Holokausto pragare zuvusius zydy tautybés Zmones: i§ 3zuo-
lo i8drozé zyda batsiuvj, siuvéja, laikrodininka, kalvj, muzikanta, Mozg¢ su
Tora. Dar karo metais jis sau buvo pasizadéjes, jei liks gyvas ir gris i Plunge,
savo gyvenimg paskirs Zydy atminimui jamzinti. Batent jo iniciatyva buvo
pradétas kurti Kausény memorialas, tvarkomos kitos Zydy masiniy Zudyniy
vietos — Vie$tovénuose, Milasaiciuose, Plateliuose, Alsédziuose, Laumalen-
koje, Jovaisiskéje, Sateikiuose. Jis atkaré dalele senyjy zydy kapiniy, kurios
buvo barbariskai sunaikintos jy vietoje statant mokykla, surengé daugiau
kaip 20 savo karybos parody Lietuvoje ir uzsienyje. J. Bunkos medzio skulp-
tary Holokausto tema yra Jeruzalés Jad Vasemo, Vilniaus Gaono, Vasingto-
no Holokausto muziejuose, o kiek ty skulptaréliy turi jsigije pavieniai Zzmo-
nés, niekas nebesuskaiciuos.

Jakovas Bunka parasé ir 2013 m. isleido knyga apie Plungés Zydy istorija.
2009 m. uz nuopelnus Lietuvai prezidentas V. Adamkus J. Bunka apdovano-
jo Lietuvos didziojo kunigaik$¢io Gedimino ordino Riterio kryziumi. 2012
m. uz miesto garsinimg pasaulyje, uz atminties kultiiros puoseléjimag jam
buvo suteiktas Plungés Garbés piliecio vardas. J. Bunka taip pat priklausé
Lietuvos tautodailininky sgjungai. 2009 m. jkurto ,,Jakovo Bunkos paramos
ir labdaros fondo“ iniciatyva Kausénuose buvo pastatyta Atminimo siena,
rengiamos jaunimo stovyklos, istorinés ekspedicijos, Plungéje pastatytas
paminklas visiems doriems plungiskiams, Zemaitijos nacionaliniame parke
kuriamas Litvaky atminimo sodas.

Jakovas Bunka, buves neatsiejama Plungés zydy kultiros ir istorijos da-
limi, miré 2014 m.

Kau$ény memorialas. Dar giliu sovietmeciu, 1986-aisiais, Jakovui Bun-
kai pavyko padéti pamatus dabar visame pasaulyje garsiam, j jspadingiau-
siy memorialy deSimtuka
patenkan¢iam  Kausény
zydy atminimo memori-
alui. Tais metais jis gavo
valdzios leidima pastatyti
pirmaja, paties rankomis

Atminimo siena Kausénuose.
Nuotr. K. Narkutés-Beniusienés
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padaryta azuoline skulptira, kurioje lietuviy ir Zydy kalbomis parasyta
»Gime gyventi® Tais paciais metais, padedant kolegoms tautodailininkams,
padaré dar daugiau skulptiiry ir jas pastaté Kausény kapinése. Cia esanti
memorialiné atminimo sienelé primena isskleista torg. Ji sumiryta i§ 1800
nugriautos sinagogos plyty (po plyta kiekvienam ¢ia nuzudytam). Grani-
tinése plokstése iskalti nuzudyty zZydy vardai ir pavardés. Beje, pavardés
uzrasytos tokios, kokios ir buvo - lietuviskais raSmenimis, nes jie buvo Lie-
tuvos piliediai.

Cia apsilanko ne tik Zydai i$ viso pasaulio, bet ir tie, kuriy artimieji gel-
béjo zydus nuo karo baisumy. Jy pavardés amziams jrasytos Salia ty, kurie
¢ia buvo nuzudyti.

Litvaky sodas. Vienas
paskutiniy darby, kurj tros-
ko padaryti Jakovas Bun-
ka, buvo Litvaky atminties
sodo jkarimas. Sio sodo
kontarai - kaip Lietuvos ze-
mélapio. Siame sode ,,sodi-
namos” i§ metalo sukurtos
obelys, kurios Zymi tas vie-
tas, kuriose iki 1941-y mety
buvo zydy bendruomenés.
Obelys pastatytos uz zydy
bendruomeniy palikuoniy
suaukotus pinigus. O grani-
tiniuose paminkluose jam-
zinti garsiy visame pasauly-
je litvaky vardai. Salia sodo
esancioje Zeméje ateityje
planuojama jkurti ir zydis-
ka etnografine sodyba-mu-
ziejuy.

Litvaky atminties sodas. Nuotr. G. Norvaiso
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Jewish prints in Plungé

"If you deny or forget the past, then you are not able to have or love
the present and the future” (B. Efrosas). The tragedy of the Jewish nation
during the time of WWILI is the dark pages of history for everyone. However,
this brutal period is and will always be a part of our history, which cannot
be forgotten. We must talk about it and inform the next generations. They
must know, because in a period between the WWI and the WWII, Jews
were active citizens of Plungé and other towns of Lithuania.

Until the 14th century there is information about any Jews community
in Lithuania. The more intensive life of Lithuania Jews began only in the
18th century. In order to revitalize the economic situation of towns and in-
crease the demographic situation, the extraordinary privileges were given
to Jews. According to some tomb stones of the Restai family, the history
of Jews in Plungé could start even earlier. It is believed that Jews have been
living in Plungé country since the 16th century, but the exact date cannot
be said.

In 1939, the Jewish community in Lithuania was consisted of almost
a quarter million people. In the book Lithuanian Jewish Communities, it is
written that during different periods the Jewish community of Plungé con-
sisted of: 2197 people in year of 1847, 2502 people in year of 1897, which
was 55 per cent of the whole population of Plungé. In 1921, there were 2,200
Jews, in 1923 - 1,815 people or 44 percent of the total population and in
1939 there were just 1,700 Jews.

Like other Jews of Lithuania, the Jews of Plungé had their own commu-
nity, their language, their customs, and their religion. They mainly worked
with trade, crafts and light industry. However, some of Jews were farmers.
The traders had strong commercial ties with Klaipéda (former Memelis)
and its surroundings, which was a part of Germany at that time. In the 1880s
there were many Jewish companies in Plungé with 40 to 50 employees. Ac-
cording to the survey of the Government of Lithuania of 1931, there were
54 shops in Plungg, of which 87% were owned by the Jews. The same survey
also mentioned 27 companies in Plungé and 20 of them were owned by the
Jews as well.

In the election of 1924, seven Jews were elected into the board of mem-
bers. Dovydas Boruchas Goldvaseris was elected as a burgomaster of Plungeé.
He worked in this position from 14 February 1920 to 9 September 1920
and from 15 August 1921 to 5 October 1930. In the election of 1931 four
Jews Mordechajus Pozinas, Abrahamas Lipmanas, Slomé Levis and Hackelis
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Zaksas were elected into the board of members. In the next election, only 3
Jews Pozinas, Goldvaseris ir Lipmanas were elected. One of them took the
post of deputy mayor.

Fires. In summer of 1888, the fire destroyed 25 houses of Jews. 48 fam-
ilies were left homeless. The duke Mykolas Oginskis tried to help those fam-
ilies in every way.

Another big fire occurred on 24 July 1894. During this fire, 400 houses
were burned down. 323 out of 400 houses belonged to Jews. Many other
public buildings were destroyed: the big synagogue, the small synagogue,
one little wooden synagogue and a public sauna. The newspaper Ha-Melitz
published a request for an assistance to all Jewish communities and emi-
grants. He was signed by Zevulunas Leibas Baritas, who was a member of
the Board of the Assistance Organization. With the help of the duke Ogin-
skis, 36 buildings were rebuilt, including the big building for shops in the
market square.

In March of 1931 there was another big fire. This time, one third of all
buildings were burned down. The Jews community of Lithuania and other
countries helped to rebuild many buildings. The communities of Cape Town
and Johannesburg from South Africa sent a huge sum. Over the years, most
homes have been rebuilt and some of them were even bigger and better.

Education. In 1888 the Association of Teachers was founded. The pur-
pose was to teach poor and orphaned kids. Those students graduated from
the Talmud Torah studies and were accepted as students for various profes-
sions to learn the craft. In 1891, the Jewish girls' school was opened by Lena
Udes. Among other disciplines, the Russian, German and French languages
were held as disciplines there.

In1919 a Jewish school was opened where the Yiddish language was
used. Later, another school was opened where kids used the Hebrew lan-
guage. These two schools were united in 1927 by the order of the Ministry
of Education, but many students wanted to learn in Hebrew and only a few
wanted to use the Yiddish language. At the beginning there were 200 pupils.
Later, the number of kids were getting smaller. The Hebrew kindergarten
was opened for two years. In the Talmud Torah, there were 60 to 80 stu-
dents, mostly siblings of poor families. The student graduated from the Tal-
mud Torah school were admitted to Yeshiva.

Organizations and associations. Among the welfare and support
organizations in Plungg, there was The Free Credit Union, which provided
the interest-free loans; the hospital Bikur Holim, which provided medical
care and medicine to the poor, etc. The public organization OZE provided
free medical assistance and free food for poor children who were studying
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at the school. In 1939 this organization provided free medical and finan-
cial assistance to refugee children from Klaipéda. Abraham Posen finished
his business and dedicated his life for the aims and goals of organisation.
The funds allocated for this activity were obtained from gamblers mostly.
In addition, OZE supported Jewish sports associations and libraries. Plungé
hosted Jewish sports organizations: Makabi, Hapoel, which united football
players, chess players and other athletes.

Like all Jewish communities in Lithuania, there was a Chevra Kadisa -
the burial organization. This organization had no management. The mem-
bers voluntarily dug out pits, installed the boards, prepared the body, put a
piece of clay pot on the eyes, wrapped body in a white shirt, laid it on the pit
and buried it. The members took care of every funeral all over the year. All
money and donations were used to maintain their prayer house and to help
the poor families in case of the funeral. The prayer house of this organiza-
tion was called Samosim Klauz.

The Time of World War II. In 1940, most of the former Jewish fac-
tories and shops were nationalized. All political parties and youth organiza-
tions were banned. Hebrew educational institutions were closed. Five Jew-
ish families, consisting of 14 people (4 preteen kids) were acknowledged as
unreliable and deported to Siberia in June of 1941.

On 22 June 1941, the German troops had entered the territory of Soviet
Union. The Jews tried to migrate from the city to surrounding villages, but
only 30 families were able to escape.

On 25 June 1941, the German troops arrived in Plungé. On the next
day, the Jews were ordered to leave their homes and meet in the synagogue.
There was an armed guard near the door that prevented Jewish prisoners to
get any food from Lithuanians. The situation in the synagogue was terrible:
dirt, stink, and starvation all around.

On 13 July 1941, the Jews were forced to go places where the pits had al-
ready been prepared. The first group consisted of 60 men. Approximately 40
of them were killed on the way, and the left part of the victims was taken to
the place of murder. They were forced to undress and sit on the edge of the
pits, finally, they were shot from the back. Amongst the victims, there was
a group of 60 girls, who accepted the Christianity in order to escape. How-
ever, all of them were shot and buried in a common grave in Kausénai. The
massacre took from Sunday morning until the next day. In the morning, the
killers came back to the town with songs. The names of murderers are stored
in the archives of the Yad Vashem, Jerusalem.

Only 221 people from the whole Jews community of Plungé had sur-
vived the war. The survivors were hidden by Lithuanians, those who escaped
to the Soviet Union and those who were imprisoned in the Siauliai ghetto.
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After the German troops left Lithuania, almost 30 Jews families re-
turned to their homes. However, the houses were empty and robbed. As a
result, many families moved to other towns of Lithuania or even Israel. In
1970, there were 41 Jews in Plungé. In 1979 there lived 25 Jews and in 1989
only 15 Jews were left. Currently, there is no Jews in Plungé. Most of their
houses and other heritage are destroyed as well.

The route “Jewish prints in Plungé”

DARIAUS IR GIRENO str. (former Zemaiciy Kalvarijos,
Stoties, Malino str.)

1 Mill of Mendelis Zaksas.

During the ruling pe-
riod of the duke Oginskis,
a dam was built in the riv-
er Babrungas and a stream
of the river was turned to
the right. Near the former
Zemaic¢iy Kalvarijos street
a mill was built in order
to serve the manor. The
two-storey building was .
made of stones. A mill was Plungeé mill. Photo from Z. Paulauskaité archive
built near the street and got
a few low windows, behind the mill there was a park of the manor. The mill
was operating by the river water.

After the First World War in 1918, this mill was rented by Mendelis
Zaksas. He transformed the mill in such a way that it began to produce elec-
tricity that was selling to city authorities, entrepreneurs or rich citizens. The
mill was demolished in 1962.

2) Cinema “Lyra” of Mendelis Peiresas.

Although very little information is remained, the primary purpose of
the building standing here was the brewery, which might be built in the 19th
century and sponsored by Mykolas Oginskis. Later, a shelter for the aban-
doned children was founded by Marija Oginskiené. However, in the begin-
ning of the WWI Marija Oginskiené felt Lithuania and the building was
bought by Mendelis Peiresas. In order to properly adapt the building to the
purpose of cinema, he planned to rebuild the house and even had a recon-
struction plan. However, but due to unknown reasons he could not do it. Fi-
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nally, in 1931, the 150-seat
cinema “Lyra” was opened.

The cinema was used
not only for watching mov-
ies, many performances,
events and meetings were
held here as well. There
was a nice buffet. The State
Theatre of Siauliai had the
signed agreement to play
their performances twice a
month. The theatre was not
a cheap entertainment. In
order to make silent movies more entertaining, Boruchas Gerské and Kalma-
nas Kaplanas played the popular Jewish melodies with violin and mandolin.

At the end of an interwar period, the building was reorganized into a
dairy. It was closed after the restoration of the independent Lithuania. In
2010, the abandoned building was set on fire and it was demolished.

S. NERIES str. (former Vandens str.)

e Jewish gymnasium (currently S. Néries str. 4).

There was a state-spon-
sored Jewish Gymnasium
in Plunge. The building was
presented by the governor
of the city, the duke Myko-
las Oginskis. Only the He-
brew language was used in
school. On the first floor
there was a Tarbut library
with 500 Hebrew and 500
Yiddish books. 1930 The
Jewish community “Lieb- E - i it
herr von Wiessen" had Saved jewish gymnasium.
founded THE library that Author of the photo K. Narkuté - Beniusiené
was dedicated to the famous Jewish writer J. L. Perecas. The library got more
than 1,000 Yiddish books. A reading-room was opened near and all daily
newspapers were sent there from Kaunas. In 1935, there were 60 subscribers
of Jewish daily newspapers in Plungé. After the war, the Jewish gymnasium
was transformed into a multi-dwelling house.

Cinema ,Lyra“in 1938- 1939.
Samogitian art museum archive
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4 Cheder Religious primary school (currently Dariaus and Giréno str. 4).

All Jewish boys started
a school at Cheders in the
age of three years old. These
schools were oriented to-
wards the study of religious
scriptures, but not on the
development of skills that
would allow pupils to make
money later. At the age of [
thirteen, the studies in Che-
der were over. It was an of-
ficial age when a boy could
start a craft or profession.
The best students were allowed to continue their studies in Beit Midrash or
in Yeshiva later.

In 1906, a rich Jewish teacher opened a Cheder school in Plunge. All
disciplines were taught in Hebrew, children were taught to understand the
Religious Scriptures (Talmud). However, after sometime this school was
named as a dangerous Cheder and it was closed after two years. Only one
Talmud Torah school was left where the sons of rich families were studying
before the WWI. The school was destroyed after the war.

5 House of Jachielis Seras (currently Dariaus and Giréno str. 17).

Cheder school. Photo from Yad Vashem

He had a bus and transported the passengers. He was killed in Raseiniai
during the WWIL.

0 House of Mulé Pelcas (currently Dariaus and Giréno str. 11).

First of all, the brothers Mulé and Motelis Pelcai had returned to Plungé
with their families. Both of them were farmers. While living in the city, he
held a cow and worked as a purchaser of consumer cooperatives. He had a
wife Hana. They had a son Abraomas and two daughters Eta and Taibala.
Eta had married to Slavin and lived in a house of her parents. She died in a
young age from cancer. Before the death she was working as a teacher and
was a public figure. Taibala had moved to Israel after the war and died there.

Later, Mulé Pelcas had moved to Israel as well, where he died when he
became old.

7 House of a whitesmith (currently Dariaus and Giréno str. 5).

The name of the whitesmith was Zundé (his surname is forgotten), he
had a wife and two daughters. The whole family was shot in Kausénai.
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VYTAUTO str. (former Baznycios str. )

@ House of Pozinai (currently Vytauto str. 2).

Next to each other, there : e T R
was a wooden and brick : :
house of the brothers Pozi-
nai. There was a food store
owned by Abraomas Pozi-
nas on the right side of the
building. On the left side of
a house was a haberdashery
shop owned by Motelis Poz-
inas. Now there is a parking
place.

On the left side Pozinas store, in front ,,kromai®, on the right side
hotel of Chaimas Restas. Photo from J. Simkus album ,,Plungé®

© Hotel of Chaimas Restas (currently Vytauto str. 1).

On 31 March 1931, at
12 - 1PM, a fire occurred
in a wooden house of the
merchant Chaimas Res-
tas. The hotel was located
in the same building. The
wind carried the fire to oth-
er houses because the roofs
were made of wooden chips
or straws. The fire spread in
several directions. On the e
one direction there was a Former hotel of Chaimas Restas on the left side.
W 0dae church, Fortunate- Author of the photo K. Narkuté - Beniusiené
ly, there were two houses made of bricks, so the church was saved. However,
almost all houses in the Kuliai street (currently J. Tumo-Vaizganto street)
were burned down and more than fifteen houses were burned down on the
Rietavas street as well. The fire destroyed half of the houses in the center,
around the Jewish shops (currently the square of Old Town). The fire de-
stroyed many buildings and 90% of them belonged to Jews.

() House of the hatter Berelis Presas (currently Vytauto str. 3).

He had a son named Icikas and a daughter named Hana. Mausa Kapla-
nas, Basé Kaplaniené and Idké Kaplanaiteé lived in the same house. All resi-
dents of this house were shot in Kaugénai.
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11 People Bank of Jews (Volksbank) (currently Vytauto str. 5).

Volksbank was the most important point in the economic life of Jewish
people. There were 321 members in the beginning, later only 220 members
left, of which 15 per cent were Lithuanians. The Board of Members were
made up of honourable people of the Jewish community Ch. Gamza, A. Gur-
vi¢ius, A. Pozinas, S. Surdas, S. J. Mecas, J. Garbaité, M. Amolskis, T. Keselis,
Odesas and Emdinas.

House and photography studio of the photographer Mendelis
Berkovicius (currently Vytauto str. 6a).

This house was a pho-
to studio owned by one of
the most famous interwar
photographers of Plungé
Mendelis Berkovicius. The
house survived both wars
and today it is painted in a
dark cherry colour as it was
before. Mendelis Berkovici-
us was born in November
of 1880 or 1881 in town of
Liucin (now Ludza, Lat-
via) and was a member of
Paberzé Jewish community. It is not known how he became a photographer
and why did he move to Plungé.

The records in State Archive of the Russian Federation in St. Petersburg
notes that in 21 October 1903, the photographer M. Berkovicius received a
governor permission to create a photography studio in Plungé. As a result,
the history of photography in Plungé has started in 1903. Although, the date
might be incorrect if the photographer Berkovicius received a permission a
local police chief.

Famous Jewish community figures, entrepreneur, craftsmen, priests and
other residents of the town and guests came to take pictures here. Mendelis
Berkovic¢ius and his wife had two sons Polis (Peisachas - Mordechajus, born
in 1916) and Hirsas.

In 15 July 1941, Berkovicius, his family and other Jews of Plungé were
imprisoned in a synagogue without food and water for two weeks. The sol-
diers told the Jews to dig a pit into the yard. All the holy books, scriptures and
documents were put in that pit and set on fire. The photographer was ordered
to take care of the fire while the solders humiliated him in many ways. In the
end, the photographer was hustled into a pit and died in flames. Other mem-
bers of family were killed in Kausénai.

In this house was photo studio.
Author of the photo K. Narkuté — Beniusiené
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LAISVES avenue (former Bulvaro str.)

(® Building of Plungé municipality, Post and Telegraph Building
(currently Laisvés avenue 8).

The family of Goldvase-
riai had a shop of bicycles
and sewing machines. It
was near the main mar-
ket square. The shop was
owned by Mrs Goldvaser-
iené while her husband was
busy with the issues of tow
management. In 26 August
1919, at the first meeting of
the city municipality Boru-
chas Dovydas Goldvaseris
was elected as an assis-  Hereare flats now. Author of the photo K. Narkuté - Beniusiené
tant to the burgomaster of
Plungé, Edvardas Andrijauskas. In summer of 1920, Edvardas Andrijauskas
left the position of burgomaster and Boruchas Dovydas Goldvaseris stepped
in this position temporarily. V. Braudé replaced him at the council meeting
until 15 August 1921. Boruchas Dovydas Goldvaseris was a burgomaster
of the city until October of 1930. In 1928, Boruchas Dovydas Goldvaseris
was awarded the Lithuanian Independence Medal by the president Antanas
Smetona.

The family had a son Haris and a daughter named Aneté. She graduated
from the Saulé Gymnasium in Plungé. In 1937, the family moved to south-
ern Africa. Boruchas Dovydas Goldvaseris died in 1956.

14 Dance and cinema hall “Laisvé“ of Efraimo Izrailovi¢ius, The
Riflemen's Club (currently Laisvés avenue 15).

The performances and cabaret evenings were held here. However, alco-
hol was never allowed here. Young Lithuanians usually participated in the
events together with young Jews.

(B House of the lawyer Hirsas Rolnikas (currently Laisvés avenue 11).

Icikas-Abelis Rolnikas, a grandfather of HirSas, was born in 1880 in
Vieksniai. He moved to Plungé in 1894, before his wedding with Chana
Levi. She was a daughter of a successful owner of a clothing store. Icikas has
studied Talmud a lot. He worked in the store only on market days. Icikas
was murdered in 1941 in Kaus$énai. Chana was an overbearing yet a wise
woman. She died before the WWIL.
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They had five kids: Ber-
lis, Hirsa, Mejeris, Michelis
and a daughter Pesa.

Berlis took the fami-
ly store and successfully
owned it until the Soviet oc-
cupation. As he was a capi-
talist, he and his family were
exiled to Siberia where he
survived the war. Sloma Rol-
nikas, a son of Berlis, moved
to Israel after the WWIL

Zionist Mejeris moved in Israel in 1925. He became a publisher and
owned a bookstore in Jerusalem. Joramas Ronenas, a son of him, was a well-
known radio and television journalist in Israel.

Michelis (born in 1907) worked as a lawyer in Paris. He was a French re-
sistance hero, captured by the Nazis and killed in 1941. The famous French
poet and writer Lui Aragon told about his death to his brother Hir$as. Ac-
cording to him, before the death, all men required to remove the chains,
open their eyes and started singing La Marsellaise on an edge of a pit.
Michelis was married but had no kids.

Pesa (born in 1917) did not survived in the Holocaust. She died in a
camp in Latvia, where she was relocated after the marriage.

Hirsas was the eldest brother. He was born in Plungé in 1898. He began
to study at Yeshiva, but after being eliminated out of it, he entered a secular
school. After completing his PhD in Leipzig, Germany, he became a lawyer.
He was delegated to represent Lithuania in the first congress of Zionist. In
1923 he married Taiba (Tauba) Kogan, born in 1898 in Try$iai (Tel$iai dis-
trict). Later, he became a head of the Hebrew Gymnasium in Raseiniai, but
worked as a lawyer as well. In 1939, before the World War II, he and his
family moved to Vilnius. He and Taiba had four children: Miriam, Masa,
Ruvenas (born in 1935 in Klaipéda) and Riva (born in 1933 in Plungé). At
the begining of the WW II, Hirsa left Vilnius and joined the Lithuanian
Armed Forces, hoping that his family would be able to escape. However,
Taiba and all kids were imprisoned in the Vilnius ghetto. Tauba and all sons
died in 1943.

Hirsas Rolnikas and two daughters survived the WW II. Masa Rol-
nikaité studied at the Gorky Institute of Literature in Moscow, married and
together with her husband moved to live in St. Petersburg. After the war,
lawyer H. Rolnikas lived in Vilnius. His daughter Miriam became an advo-
cate and lived in Klaipéda.

The picture of the family of Rolniks.
Photo from Z. Paulauskaité archive
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(D House of the Hirzonai and Rolnikai falimies (currently Vytauto
str. 19).

The Hirzonai family lived on the first floor of the building and the fam-
ily of merchant Berelis Rolnikas lived on the second floor. His brother was
a lawyer Rolnikas.

Berelis Rolnikas owned a family store. Despite the growing hostility of
local Lithuanians against the Jewish people and especially the Jewish en-
trepreneurs, the clothing store of successfully survived until 1940 when
Lithuania was occupied by Soviets. The Soviet government nationalized the
lands, enterprises and shops. Berelis, his wife Riva (former Rabinoviciate)
and children, Sloma and Rosa were exiled to Siberia, where they survived
the war. Sloma and his sister started to study engineering. In 1961, they were
allowed to come back to Lithuania where his father Berelis began to work as
a warehouse keeper.

17 The memorial for doctor B. Efrosas (currently Vytauto str. 14).

Borisas Efrosas was born on the 1* November in 1914 in a family of the
intelligentsia. In 1920, they moved to Kaunas. His father Israel was an ac-
countant in bank and his mother Gita was a dentist. Borisas had a sister Es-
tera, she was a journalist. He lived in Lithuania except the short escape during
the war. Borisas graduated from the Kaunas gymnasium, served as a soldier
in the Army of Lithuania. Most of his summers were spent in Plungé. In 1939,
Graduated from the Faculty of Medicine of Vytautas Magnus University and
in 1940 received a license to work as a doctor.

After graduating, he
worked as a surgeon at
Kaunas Jewish Hospital
and Marijampolé County
Hospital as well. In 1941,
he went to Kazakhstan with
his family, where he was
appointed as a head of the
Balchash City Hospital. He
lived there until the end of
the war and in 1945 he re-
turned to Lithuania, where

o i B. Efros (on the right side) in Vilnius railwaymen's hospital.
worked at the Vilnius Rail- Photo from Plungé RVB archive

way Hospital until 1979.

In 1958, Borisas Efrosas made the first successful surgery for a patient
suffering from the birth heart failure and initiated heart surgery in Lithua-
nia. Although the day before the operation he was warned by other surgeons
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about the potential risk, the operation was successful, and the patient lived 25
years after it.

He was married to Tatjana Archipova and had a son. He finished his ca-
reer in 1979 when the serious heart problems occurred. Borisas Efrosas died
in 2001 in Vilnius In 2009, his wife Tatjana transferred all archives and doc-
uments of her husband to the Plungé public library in order to be stored and
processed.

@ House of Gamza (currently Birutés str. 19).

Chakelis Gamza was a
horse purchaser. He bought
horses, hired people to take
them to Klaipéda, and then
exported those horses to Hol-
land. Despite the fact that
he was the richest man in
Plungé, he met a terrible fate.

Gamza and his wife were
exiled to Siberia. Both of
them were old and cannot
properly work there, so they
were given a little food to
survive only. They never lost hope to return to Plungé. However, Chakelis
Gamza and his wife died from starving there in Siberia.

PAPRUDZIO str. (former. Papriidés str.)
TUMO VAIZGANTO str. (former Kuliy, Klaipédos str.)

@ House of the blacksmith Sloumé Gilisas (currenly Tumo Vaizganto
str. 14).

He was killed in the
backyard of synagogue to-
gether with his son. His wife
and daughter were shot in
Kaugénai. Brothers Spicai
lived in that same house.
They were communists and
people called them "ravens”,
because they released ravens
with red labels on their feet

House of Gamza. Author of the photo S. Galvadiskyté

. R . Former blacksmith's house.
durlng the communist holi- Author of the photo K. Narkuté — Beniusiené
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days. The brothers were able to escape to the Soviet Union and moved to
Israel after the war.

1) House of Rivé Kaniené (currently Tumo Vaizganto str. 16).

She was a grocery store owner and lived together with her sisters. They
all were killed in Kausénai.

%) House of Icikas Odesas (currently Tumo Vaizganto str. 20).

His wife was Bliumé. They had a grocery store. Only his daughter sur-
vived and moved to Israel after the war.

22 Ritual slaughterhouse.

Eating pork is prohibited in the Jewish religion. Other animals must be
slaughtered in accordance with the certain rules: the animal must be butch-
ered quickly, in order to reduce its pain. The animal has to bleed naturally
and, as a result, it is hung down the head usually. During the slaughter pro-
cess, the God must be remembered. Only a deeply religious person can be a
butcher (Muslim, Jew or Catholic). The Jews of Plungé had a ritual slaugh-
terhouse as well. They bought food from the farmers' market. Oxen and
cows were bought in neighbouring villages. The farmer had to take the sold
animal to the slaughterhouse. There was a Jewish-owned meat shop in the
town. The front parts of animals were sold to the Jews, and the back parts
were sold to the Lithuanians.

@B (currently Tumo VaiZganto str. 22). Until the great fire of Plungé in
1931, this house belonged to Chaimas Goldbergas, the descendant of Moté
Litvinas, and Smuelis Ar-
onovicius. The locals have
said that the lower part of
walls of this house, have
been decorated with the
images of lions. This is a
typical Jewish ornament.

House saved, but abandoned.
Author of the photo
K. Narkuté - Beniusiené

@ House of Jankelis Pikeris (currently Tumo VaiZganto str. 37).

He was able to escape to the Soviet Union before the Germans occupa-
tion. After the war, he had returned to Plungé and took a loan for the con-
struction of a house. It was a man with a great sense of humour and he knew
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a lot of jokes. He worked a manager of a shop. Despite the fact that this shop
was national, the locals called it a Pikeris store. Before 1947, food was selling
with special cards here. Later, a family moved to Israel. His wife Rocha wrote
a book there about her life during evacuation in a time of war).

¢5) House of Hana Rik (currently Tumo VaiZganto str. 13).

¢ House of Leibas Orlianskis (currently Tumo VaiZganto str. 9).

The house was built
near synagogues. In 1941,
the house was forfeited by
the voluntary assistants of
German troops (Hilfswil-
liger). The commandant
Jonas Noreika known as
Vétra settled here. He was
the organizer of the mas-
sacre of the Jews in Plungeé.

[Buvusi #ydy sinagoga po remonto tapusl Liny audiniy® fabriko kultires namais.

On the left side synagogue, on the right side L. Orlianskis house.
Photo from Facebook

Till now saved house of L. Orlianskis.
Author of the photo
K. Narkuté — Beniusiené

27 Synagogues.

In 1719, Motiejus Valancius wrote that Jews of Plungé were allowed to
build the first synagogue, but it was stated that it cannot be too high, i.e. it
cannot reach the height of the Catholic Church. However, the Jews broke
the rule and the synagogue was much higher. Although, the priest of Plungé
asked to rebuild the synagogue, the Jews did not want to do it and agreed to
pay 30 golden monetary units per year.

Later, the Jews had six prayer houses in Plungé. In 1814, the Great Syn-
agogue was built and in 1864 the Small Synagogue was built sponsored by
Jankelis Geleris.
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Both of them were built
from bricks and worked until
1940. The other four wood-
en synagogues (called claus-
es) stood in other places. The
Great Synagogue, the Small
Synagogue and the four wood-
en clauses had formed the
centre of the religious life of
the Plungé Jewish communi-
ty. The main rabbi was Levis
Spicas, one of the most im-
portant rabbis in Lithuania at that time. The last rabbi of Plungé was Abrao-
mas Mordechajus Vesleris, the spiritual leader of the Telsiai Seminary and
the active member of the political party of the Jewish orthodox (Agudat
Yisrael).

After the fire of the 4th de-
cade of the 20th century, the
synagogue was reconstructed.
In Soviet times, there was a
culture house. Synagogue was
destroyed in 2008. According
to some sources, the last time
when tis building was used as
a synagogue was in 1941.

After the war, there was a
bakery, a flax warehouse, cul- \ el DL RS
ture house of the factory Lii’ll{ The last wooden synagogue was demolished in' 2007.
i diniai, 4 SpOI‘tS hall. As the Photo from Center for Jewish Art
returning process had been protracted, the building was devastated and it
a huge amount of money was needed to restore the building. Therefore, the
Jewish community sold it to Cooperative Trade of Plungé and it was allowed
to demolish the building later.

RIETAVO str.
House of the Grolmanai family (currently Rietavo str. 4).
y Y

Tevje and Bliumé Grolmanai lived in two-story house. The family sur-
vived the Holocaust because they successfully let the country. Tevje was dis-
abled after the war and he did not work anywhere. His wife Blumé was a
trader. They had a daughter named Liuba and a son Izraelis. After the war,
the Lithuanians accused them because of a kidnapping of a Christian child
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and a pogrom had barely raised. However, the missing Christian girl was
found in the other courtyard quietly playing. After this event, the Grolma-
nai moved to Siauliai, later they left Lithuania and moved to Israel.

29 The public sauna and the district of poor.

The most appalling place in
Plungé was the Rietavas street,
where many wooden slums
surrounded by rubbishes were
built. The poor Jews lived there:
shoemakers, tailors, water car-
riers, drivers, beggars and other
poor people. There was a sau-
na for the Jewish community
as well. A mikva was installed
in this sauna. It is a little pool =
for married women to bathe Ritual bath. Photo from Yad Vashem
according to Jewish religious
practices. Many people gath-
ered here before the holidays.

30 Old Jewish Cemetery.

The old Jewish cemetery
was near to the town centre,
half of his place now is occu-
pied by a school built in 1975.
Before the constructions were
started, the government that
the relatives are able to take
the remains and burry them
somewhere else. However,
only few people did this. The
tomb stones were brought to
Kausénai, where they laid for
more than fifteen years. When
the Independence of Lithuania
was restored, Jakovas Bunka
collected those tomb stones
and set up the lines that remains the Western Wall in Jerusalem. Now, there
is no bodies left in the cemetery. However, it must be saved as a part of Jews
history in Plungé.

The remains of a Jewish cemetery fragment.
Author of the photo E. Valuzé
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TELSIU str. (former Prezidento A. Smetonos str.)

@ House of the blacksmith Moté Aronovicius (currently TelSiy str. 3).

He had two kids: a daughter and a son. Moté was killed in Kau$énai. His
son was allowed to escape to the Soviet Union and survived the WW II. He
stayed in Russia after the war.

32 House of the Levitai family (currently
Telsiy str. 13).

The family of Abelis Levitas is from Plunge.
His grandfather was born here. He was a Litvak.
A father of Abelis moved to Republic of South
Africa and survived the Holocaust.

Abelis was born in Republic of South Africa.

He and his wife Glenda visited Lithuania in
1998 for the first time. The main purpose of their
trip was to learn something about the family of
Levitai. Unfortunately, all members of the family
had died during the war. 43 members of the Lev-
itai family are commemorated in the Kaudénai
Memorial.

. [Tty |

Abelis Levitas and his wife set up their own TET——— ”
family fund. They had supported the projects of " “;g;fgd Z}f@?ﬁfei

the Kaus$énai Memorial and the Tolerance Centre Photo from Z. Paulauskaité archive
in Plungé.

33 The monument “All Good r ¢
People” (Telsiy str.). 5

The sculptor is Antanas
Vasgkys.

The monument.
Author of the photo K. Narkuté — Beniusiené

34 The hotel-restaurant of Miné Neimaniené (currently TelSiy str. 5).

It is possible that M. Neimaniené had another hotel in the current Vy-
tautas street.
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SENAMIESCIO str. (former Turgaus str.)
€5 Shop of Z. Slavinas (currently Senamiescio square 5).

On the right side iron store of
Z. Slavinas.
Photo from E. Bunka archive 199¢

The former store now. Author of the
photo K. Narkuté - Beniusiené

@ House of Icikas Zusmanavicius (currently Senamiescio str. 6).

- -

In front is the house of I. Zusmanavicius. That's house looks like in nowadays.
Photo from Yad Vashem Author of the photo K. Narkuté — Beniusiené
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37 Little shops of Jews called “Kromas” (former Turgaus str.).

Many of the former buildings in the town centre belonged to Jewish mer-
chants, traders and craftsmen. In the place where is a fountain of Plungé cen-
tre now, there was a market square. There was a large, long, red brick building
where many shops were working on the both sides. Those shops were called
“Kromas”

During the fire of 1894 summer, all houses around the Plungé Market
Square were burned. After the fire, the duke Mykolas Oginskis built a large
house for those shops and rented it to Jewish traders of Plungeé.

It was possible to find silks, fabrics, dishes, haberdashery, bicycles, sewing
machines, ironware, agricultural tools and many other things in those mar-
kets. The Jews were selling goods on the debt. Many rich traders as Goldvas-
eris, Rolnikas, Plungianskis had shops in this market square. There was no
electricity, oil bulbs or candles were used only. The rooms were tight and dark.

Shops were unheated in winter. However, a pot of charcoal was used as a
little heater.

These little shops in the Plungé market square survived two wars and
many fires, but in 1951 they were finally burned down by the fateful fire. They
were not rebuilt after that.

38 House of Simonas Ol$vangas (currently Senamiescio square 3).

The family of Ol$vangai was wide and rich. Simonas Ol$vangas was a
trader and had a wooden house. He owned a restaurant here in Plungé (cur-
rently the Centre of Culture).

On the courtyard there was a very nice stone house with a big balcony.
Leonas Ol$vangas (born in 1905 in Plungé) lived there. He graduated from
the Saulé Gymnasium in Plungg, later studied in Kaunas and Germany. In
1938, he married his childhood friend Juzefa Asauskaité. She saved many
Jews during the WWII and, as a result, one tree in the memorial garden of
Yad Vasheme, Israel, is dedicated to her because of such courage.

During the war, Leonas was a soldier in the 16th Lithuanian division.
After the war, he moved to the West Germany. Until 1954, he worked as a
press officer at the Embassy of United States in Germany, later he became a
freelance journalist and writer. His house was demolished when the Soviets
started the constructions of the Centre of Culture.

Jakovas Bunka. He was born in 1923 in Plungeé. In 1941, at the begin-
ning of the WW II, the family moved to Russia. During the war, Jakovas was
a volunteer soldier in the 16th Lithuanian division and was awarded with
the medal for the liberation of Warsaw and the final attack in Berlin. After
the war, Jakovas returned to Plungé, where he worked in a furniture fac-
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tory as a woodworker. In 1963,
the factory was reorganized into
the folk product organization
Minija and Jakovas Bunka start-
ed organizing a woodcarving
brigade.

After the independence of
Lithuania was restored, he start-
ed to immortalise the history
of Jews during the Holocaust.
He made many different wood-
en sculptures as Jewish sewer,
watchman, blacksmith, musi- President V. Adamkus awarded Jakovas Bunka
cian, Moses and Torah and oth- for his merits to Lithuania.
ers. He initiated the memorial i vom B Bunka e
in Kau$énai, VieStovénai, Mi-
lagaiciai, Plateliai, Alsédziai, Laumalenka, Jovaisiskes, Sateikiai. He rebuilt
a big part of old Jewish cemetery, that was barbarically destroyed when a
school was built there. His wooden sculptures are exposed in the museum
of Jad Vashem in Jerusalem, museum of Gaono in Vilnius and museum of
Holocaust in Washington.

In 2013, he wrote and published a book about the history of Jews in
Plungé. In 2009, he was awarded with Order of the Lithuanian Grand Duke
Gediminas by the president Valdas Adamkus for his merits to Lithuania. In
2012, Jakovas Bunka became the Honorary Citizen of Plungeé for his input
to the culture and history of Lithuania.

J. Bunka was a member of the Folk Artists' Union of Lithuania for many
years. In 2009, the relief fund of J. Bunka was established and it sponsored an
establishment of the memorial in Kausénai, as well as organised the youth
camps and historical expeditions. The sculpture for “All Good People” was
sponsored by this fund as well. The Litvak Memorial Garden is establishing
in Zemaitija National Park.

Jakovas Bunk died in 2014. He was the main figure in culture and histo-
ry of Jews in Plunge.

The memorial in Kau$énai. Jakovas Bunka got the first permission
to establish a memorial in Kau$énai in 1986. In that year, he received a gov-
ernment permission to build the first oak sculpture made by himself. The
statement “Born to live” is written on this sculpture in the Lithuanian and
Hebrew languages. In the same year, he and his colleagues from the Folk
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Artists' Union of Lithuania made other sculptures and built them in the
Kaus$énai cemetery. The memorial wall reminds the expanded Torah. This
memorial wall is made from 1,800 bricks of the demolished synagogue (one
brick for each victim). The names and surnames of all killed Jews are written
on the granite plates. By the
way, the surnames are writ-
ten in the Lithuanian lan-
guage because those people
were citizens of Lithuania.
This place is visited not
only by the Jews but by the
saver as well. Their names
are recorded next to those
who were murdered here.

Memorial wall in Kausénai.
Author of the photo
K. Narkuté - Beniusiené

The Garden of Litvak. The outline of this garden is in the same shape
as the territory of Lithuania. The metal sculptures of apple trees are exposed
here and all of them indicate the biggest Lithuanian Jews communities of
Alytus, Kalvarija, Plungé, Vabalninkas, Paneveézys, Telsiai until 1941. The
garden is sponsored by the children of Jews emigrants from those towns.
There is a granite monument with the names of the world-famous Litvak:
Hermanas Kalenbachas, Ralfas Steinmanas, Berekas Joselevic¢ius, Dovydas
Volfsonas and many other. A Jewish ethnographic farm-museum is going to
be established near the garden.

Litvak memorial garden.
Author of the photo G. Norvaisas
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